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This is where the battle of the much 

“| sought after crown began! In 1993 the 
World Wrestling Federation? offered the 
prestigious championship crown to the 

A winner of an all new, outrageous, single 
(@ elimination tournament! Featured are the 
me biggest World Wrestling Federation’ 

i SuperStars all battling for the honor of 

4 “King of the Ring”! This event is unlike any 
gprestling extravaganza ever witnessed! 
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KING OF THE RING 1994 

The second annual elimination tournament 
featuring the biggest World Wrestling Federation? 
SuperStars! Who will be the new King of the 
Ring?- One Crown - One Champion - The eight 
man battle will decide! Also...the heat is on as 
Bret”Hit Man’Hart” clashes head-on with Diesel"! 
SEE the spectacular return of Rowdy Roddy 
Piper" as he enters the squared circle to take on 
Jerry “The King” Lawler"! PLUS...Awesome 
exclusive interviews and behind the scenes 
Fiala IT'S RED HOT ROYAL ACTION! 


interviews and never before seen | 4 
Including the all-time best matches of his | 
championship career! Watch as Bret battles | 
top contenders Shawn Michaels”, Adam | 
Bomb”, Yokozuna™, |.R.S.", Kwang", | 3 
Jerry’The King"Lawler" and many more!! } 
This is Bret Hart” as you've never seen 
before captured by the Coliseum Video® 
| cameras! The best there is, the best | 
"there was and the best there will ever be! | 
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In the history of the World Wrestling Federation, there has never 
been a champion with more heart and determination than Bret “Hit 
Man” Hart. Bret has defied all odds in becoming the only athlete 
to not only capture the Federation's Triple Crown—the Federation 
Championship, Intercontinental Championship and Tag Team 
Championship—but to capture that crown twice. 

He is indeed the Excellence of Execution. Not only is the Hit Man a 
great champion inside the ring, but Bret is also a great human being 
on the outside. He is a devoted family man and a man well-respected © 
by his colleagues. 

Without further ado, it is a great privilege to present you with this 
Wrestling Spotlight on Bret Hart. | speak for the entire organization 
when | say that we are honored to have Bret Hart as World Wres- 
tling Federation Champion! 
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All those years of being twisted and 
stretched in his father’s “dungeon” 


had finally paid off. 


Bret “Hit Man” Hart, son of leg- 
endary wrestler and promoter Stu 


Hart, had been training 
for this moment since 
he'd been a small boy 
in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. Stu didn’t want 
his sons to be accused 
of getting any special 
breaks when they made 
it to the squared circle; 
therefore, the basement 
sessions were filled 
with viselike headlocks, 
excruciating figure- 
fours and painful nerve 
holds in order to give 
his boys the proper ed- 
ucation. Now, with Stu 
looking on, Bret had 
made his father proud. 
The date was October 
12, 1992—Canadian 
Thanksgiving—and the 
crowd in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, was 
wild with ecstasy as 
their countryman took 
the World Wrestling 
Federation Champion- 
ship Belt from Ric Flair 
with the celebrated 
Sharpshooter. 

Bret had not only 
wot wrestling’s most 
coveted trophy, but the 
triple crown—the dis- 
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tinction of having captured the 
World Wrestling Federation’s Tag 
Team, Intercontinental and Champi- 
onship belts in a single career. 
Around the world, wrestling pun- 


dits predicted that Hart would reign 
well into the next century. 

Unfortunately, he didn’t live up 
to their expectations. At Wrestle- 
Mania IX, he’d have the title robbed 
from him in a plot con- 
ceived by Yokozuna and 
his manager, Mr. Fuji. 
But that didn’t stop the 
Hit Man from believing 
in himself. It took him 
another year of emo- 
tional highs and lows, 
but at WrestleMania X 
he finally recaptured 
the prize many say he'd 
deserved all along. 

From the day he first 
snagged the belt, he 
made himself vulnera- 
ble, taking on an array 
of talented contenders 
on an almost nightly ba- 
sis. Critics claimed that 
Bret was trying to prove 
too much and would 
burn himself out in the 
process. Instead, he ap- 
peared to get better 
with each title defense. 

“After years of seeing 
Hulk Hogan with the 
championship, many 
fans had a bigger is bet- 
ter philosophy, Hart re- 
calls. ‘Vd hear remarks 
that | was too small or 
not powertul enough. 
But my father had raised 
me to wrestle, and that’s 


_ The champion implemented his 
scheme as the overconfident Mich- 
-aels was climbing the turnbuckles. 
When Shawn sailed from the top 
strand, Hart struggled to his feet and 
astounded everyone by grabbing 


brother Owen was giving a 
view, the Cuban bad 
t i ( 


‘That's what Bret got in the main 
event of the 1993 Royal Rumble. 
Hart was the underdog in size and 
strength, but he overcame the chal- 
lenge with heart. Despite enduring 
a flurry of elbows, a debilitating ab- 
dominal stretch and a crunching 
bearhug, Hart never came Close to 
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quitting. He fired back with equal 
intensity, pummeling Ramon with 
punches, then tying up the mighty 
Latino’s tree-limb legs in the Sharp- 
shooter. His machismo notwith- 
standing, Razor submitted. 

Now Hart was ready for his 
biggest test yet: the monstrous for- 
mer sumo champion Yokozuna. 
Even Bret’s most ardent supporters 
were certain that he couldn't sur- 
vive this confrontation. Yokozuna 
outweighed Hit Man by hundreds of 
pounds and had flattened virtually 
every other major opponent until 
that point in time. 

Still, the Hit Man sounded confi- 
dent before their clash among the 
glittery trappings of Caesars Palace 
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in Las Vegas at WrestleMania LX. 
“Yokozuna’s the biggest challenger 
I’ve ever faced, he joked with the 
press corps. “So I guess this'll be my 
biggest victory. 

He seemed to be living up to his 
expectations, surprising his massive 
adversary with a running dropkick 
at the opening bell. When Yokozuna 
shoulderblocked him out of the 
ring, Hit Man reached under the 
ropes, tripped the onetime sumo 
standout, hopped onto the apron 
and catapulted onto the contender. 

With Yokozuna’s manager, Mr. 
Fuji, urging him on, the hefty chal 
lenger came back with legdrops, 
clotheslines and karate thrusts. As 
Yokozuna tried lifting the champ for 
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a bodyslam, Bret reached out toward 
the ropes for leverage, pulling off a 
turnbuckle in the process. Spotting 
the exposed metal, Yokozuna at- 
tempted to bash the titlist’s head 
into the corner. But Hit Man re- 


versed the maneuver, knocking the 
monstrous Yokozuna off balance. 
As the Far Eastern menace flopped 
onto his belly, Bret clamped on 
the Sharpshooter. 

But, this time, the cards would be 
stacked against the Canadian dy- 
namo. From his position at ringside, 
Fuji hurled a fistful of salt into the 
champion’s face, blinding him. Un- 
able to see, Hart swiftly fell victim to 
a pinfall loss. After the most sensa- 
tional 175 days of his life, Bret Hart 
was again a man without a belt. 


“Ym not going to lie and say it 
wasn't discouraging,” Hart con- 
cedes. “To be on top and then lose it 
in such a treacherous way—it just 
isn’t fair. But I didn’t want to be- 
come a bitter person because bitter- 
ness only eats you up from the in- 
side. I decided I'd just work on be- 
coming a better wrestler. Some- 
where down the line, I knew I'd get 
back the belt” 

Meanwhile, he had unfinished 
business with others in the World 
Wrestling Federation. In an unex- 
pected encounter at a special break- 
fast prior to WrestleMania IX, he'd 
been knocked out by the steelplat- 
ed forearm of Lex Luger. Hart felt 
that Luger was “taking a shortcut to 
make a name for himself” and em- 
barked on a series of matches with 
the man who was then known as 
the Narcissist. 


“Bret Hart taught me a lot about 
wrestling and a lot about myself,” 
Luger says of the battles. “In the 
ring, he had such perseverance, 
such determination, it was inspiring. 
And he had a special connection 
with the fans I didn’t have back 
then. I never told anyone this be- 
fore, but those matches with Bret 
had a very powerful effect on my 
life. Afterward, I wanted to be the 
kind of wrestler he was.” 

Bret’s discouragement over the ti- 
tle loss was replaced by a new sense 
of conviction following his clashes 
with Luger. He entered the King of 
the Ring tournament on June 14, 
1993, displaying a new resolve. 


The first match of the tourney pit- 
ted him against old nemesis Razor 
Ramon, who got an early advantage 
by beating on Hart outside the ring 
and punishing him with a fallaway 
slam and powerslam. But Hit Man 
fought back from the brink of de 
feat, bursting out of his opponent's 
deadly Razor's Edge, then shifting 
weight during a suplex attempt ae 
falling on top of Ramon t 


the former Champion's fatigue from 
his battle with Perfect, Bigelow 
laced into his opponent, injuring 
him with a bearhug and a series of 
suplexes. Hart rebounded, reversing 
an Irish whip, which shot the Beast 
of the East into the guardrail outside 
the ring. The Hit Man then climbed 
onto the ring apron and unleashed a 
flying elbow onto Bam Bam as he 
lay on the arena floor. The match 
might have ended then had not Bige- 
low’s adviser, Luna Vachon, snuck 
out of the dressing room and 
smashed Hit Man with a chair “All I 
remember is the pain of that chair 
coming down on me, Hart says. 
“After that, I think that I blacked out 
for a few minutes” 

While Bret was unconscious, 
Bigelow pulled him back into the 
ring, came down with a flying head- 
butt from the top rope and ap- 
peared to score the pin. But then a 
second referee rushed down the 
aisle to inform the first official of 
Luna’s role. To Bam Bam’s dismay, 
the match was restarted—and Hart 
won the prestigious King of the 
Ring crown with a victory roll. 

Sadly, Bret had little time to re- 
joice. Jerry “The King” Lawler 
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rushed the winner, claiming to be 
the real king of the World Wrestling 
Federation. Hit Man was attacked 
with his crown, a scepter and even 
the special throne designed for the 
King of the Ring. 

Even worse, Lawler started a cam- 
paign against not just Bret but the 
entire Hart family. He tormented Hit 
Man’s parents, Stu and Helen, on 
Monday Night Raw and heaped in- 
sults on Bret’s younger brother the 
Rocket Owen Hart. 

“I guess he was looking for my 
Achilles’ heel,’ says the Hit Man. 
“And when he went after my family, 
he found it” 

At last year’s SummerSlam, Bret 
was scheduled to mix it up with 
Lawler, while Hart brothers Owen 
and Bruce looked on from the front 
row. But Lawler attempted to duck 
the contest by coming to ringside 
on crutches. He dispatched Doink 
the Clown as a substitute to wrestle 
Hart, and Hit Man handled him with 
ease. When Lawler jumped into the 
ring in the middle of the match and 
smashed Bret with a crutch, World 
Wrestling Federation President Jack 
Tunney ruled that the self-pro- 
claimed king was not injured—and 
ordered him to face Hart then and 
there or face suspension. 

“I was furious, Bret says. “Lawler 
had been mocking my brothers at 
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ringside the whole time, and now 
he was trying to make a fool out of 
me. Honestly, this was one of the 
few times in my career where hurt- 
ing my Opponent was more impor 
tant than winning.’ 


Hart got his wish, catching Law- 
ler in the Sharpshooter and refusing 
to release the hold even after Owen 
and Bruce told their brother to ease 
off. Officials who also jumped in to 
prevent the impending massacre 
had no choice but to disqualify the 
Hit Man—who pledged to harm 
Lawler again at a later date. 

The former champion was sched- 
uled to team with Owen, Bruce and 
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another brother, Keith, at the Sz- 
vivor Series, against a team headed 
by Lawler and three masked knights. 
At the last moment, however, Lawler 
had to cancel out for personal rea- 
sons. Shawn Michaels stepped in as 
a teplacement, and—with father Stu 
in their corner—the Harts looked 
forward to a memorable night. 

“This wasn’t just going to be a 
victory for me, Bret recollects. “This 
was going to be a victory for the 
entire Hart family.” 

What occurred instead threat- 
ened to break up the family indefi- 
nitely. While Owen was in the ring 
with Shawn, the Rocket went to re- 
bound off the ropes and accidentally 
crashed into Bret, who was standing 
on the ting apron. Hit Man fell to 
the arena floor, crashing into the 
barricade on the way down. Owen 
seemed to believe that Bret had col 
lided with him on purpose and 
began berating his older brother. 
That diversion allowed Shawn to 
sneak up behind Owen and school- 
boy him for the pin. 

The ramifications of the episode 
rocked the Hart family for weeks. All 
of Owen’s resentments about ‘living 
in Bret’s shadow” came out. Bret al 
ways got all the attention, the 
younger brother insisted, while the 
Rocket was forced to stand by and 
watch. As a means of reversing this 
trend, Owen demanded a match 
with the Hit Man. 

Bret refused. ‘I never back down 
from any man, he said. But family 
comes first, and 1m not going to go to 
the ring and fight my brother” 

As a peace offering, Bret decided 


to combine talents with his resentful 
sibling. The Hit Man proposed that 
the two would team up on the under- 
card of the 1994 Royal Rumble in an 
effort to wrest the Tag Team Title 
from the Quebecers. 


“Owen agreed, Bret says, “and | 
thought that was that. Things seemed 
to have gotten better between us. | 
figured wed just had a misunder- 
standing, and it was time to move on’ 

But Owen was still harboring a life- 
time of rancor. As the Quebecers, 
Jacques and Pierre, twisted and 
pounded Hit Man’s leg, the Rocket 
appeared to be more angry at his 
brother than concerned for his safety. 
Desperate to win the Jag Team litle, 
Owen begged Bret to tag out, but Hit 


Man couldnt. Finally, the referee de- 
clared that Bret could no longer con- 
tinue and called for the bell. 

The Quebecers had retained their 
belts, and the Rocket was furious 
about missing out on this opportunity 
to snare the title. Rather than tending 
to Bret’s aching leg, Owen kicked it, 
leaving Hit Man agonizing in the ring. 
“All my life, it’s been the same!” the 
Rocket yelled. “Bret’s already been a 
Tag Team Champion, so he doesn't 
care! But what about me?! What have 
I ever got?! This was my chance to fi- 
nally have a title around my waist, and 
Bret blew it just because he was too 
selfish to tag out!” 

Hit Man didn’t even bother to re- 
spond. He was scheduled to partici- 
pate in the Royal Rumble later in the 
evening and intended to make good 
on his commitment. In the dressing 


room, doctors advised him that he 
should go home and nurse his leg. But 
Bret refused. 

“That's not the way I was raised, 
he says. “My goal was to win the Roy- 
al Rumble, and | wasn t going to 
leave without at least trying” 

Fans were shocked when Hart 
limped out to the ring for the danger- 
ous 30-man variation of a battle royal. 
Relying purely on his inner spirit, he 
stayed in the elimination match until 
the bitter end, left alone with his old 
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rival Lex Luger and tumbling over the 
top rope with him. 

World Wrestling Federation offi- 
cials looked at one another in bewil- 
derment. Who won? The answer was 
crucial because the victor had been 
guaranteed a WrestleMania X title 
shot against World Wrestling Federa- 
tion Champion Yokozuna. 

After much deliberation, Federa- 
tion President Jack Tunney deter- 
mined that both Luger and Hart had 
landed on the arena floor at the same 


time. Therefore, both men were win- _ 
ners. Each would get a chance to 
wrestle for the belt at WrestleMania 


x Bret would have to wrestl his 


the chance to finally take back the 
gold. But my heart was never really 
into wrestling my brother and upset- 
ting my family like that.’ 

That didn’t prevent Hit Man from 
engaging in a textbook match with 
the Rocket in the opening contest of 
WrestleMania X. Early on, Owen 
trapped his sibling in the figure-fo 
leglock, but Bret managed to shift 
weight and reverse the hold. Stil 
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vived and continued battling. As Bret 
attempted a victory roll, Owen 
slowed his brother's momentum and 
fell on top of him for a startling win. 
*A lot of people said I lost because 
of the peculiar circumstances, that I 


couldn’t muster up the enthusiasm to 
take down my brother,” Hit Man re- 
calls. “But I don’t want to make excus- 


es. Despite the emotions, Ill admit he 
was the better man in that match.’ 

Hit Man still had another con- 
frontation to think about that night. In 
a controversial decision, special refer- 
ee Mr. Perfect disqualified Luger in his 
challenge to Yokozuna. That meant 
Yokozuna would defend the belt in 
the final match of the card—and Bret 
would have a chance to soundly de- 
feat the mammoth who took his title 
exactly one year earlier. 

With World Wrestling Federation 
legend Rowdy Roddy Piper serving as 
teferee, Yokozuna used his bulk to his 
advantage, pouncing on Hart with a 
blur of punches, chops and kicks. 
Thinking defensively, Hit Man narrow- 

ly missed decapitation by ducking 
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under a Yokozuna clothesline and 
came back with a volley of hard fists. 

Even after Yokozuna surged again, 
Bret would not contemplate surren- 
der. “Id already been humiliated by 
Yokozuna once, Hit Man says. “He 
wasn't going to get the same satisfac- 
tion another time” 

When Yokozuna charged at Hart, 
Hit Man picked up a leg and nailed 
the champion in the sternum. Then 
Hart got on the second rope and 
drove the beast of the sumo world 
into the mat with a bulldog headlock. 

Dazed but far from beaten, Yokozu- 
na lumbered back at Hit Man. He first 
caught him in a belly-to-belly suplex, 


then dragged him to a corner, prepar- 
ing him for the fatal Banzai Splash. 
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Yokozuna went up to the second 
rope, but the full effect of Bret’s 
attack seemed to have gotten to him. 
He seemed unable to concentrate, 
dizzy. As he looked down to measure 
his foe, a tired Yokozuna Slid off the 
ropes and crumbled to the canvas. 
‘I saw him fall and knew it was now 
or never, Hart says. “My instincts took 
over, and the next thing | knew, I was 
the man on top, covering Yokozuna 
for the pin’ 

Once again, Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
was the World Wrestling Federation 
Champion. The fans at Madison 
Square Garden were on their feet, ex- 
ulting. Hit Man’s allies in the wrestling 
world raced down the aisle to con- 
gratulate him. But just outside the 
dressing room area, Owen Hart ap- 
peared, hands on hips, shaking his 
head in anger. 

“Owen and I were raised the same 
way,’ Bret says. “We know the law of 
the dungeon. If he wants to step to 
the plate and have a shot at my belt, 
he’s welcome to it. But he’s going to 
be very disappointed. The World 
Wrestling Federation Title has always 
been my destiny. I’ve paid my dues, 
and I’ve won the glory. And—I don’t 
care if it’s Yokozuna, Bam Bain 
Bigelow, Shawn Michaels or my very 
own brother—nobody’s going to take 
that away from me ever again” Wr 
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BY LARRY HUMBER 


» ret “Hit Man” 
\ Hart's story has 
| been told in every 
A) Federation publica- 
tion. Here’s hoping 
i) you've been do- 
/ ing your reading, 
© because we're 
, about to test 
| you_ with 
| our Trivia 
| Quiz. 
| There 
j are five 
y categories « 
of questions, Vass 
followed by a special ' 
Tough Stuff section. The 
first five categories are for 
your entertainment only. 
There are five questions in 
each category, for a total of 
25. Award yourself a point 
for every correct answer. 
Anything over 20 is great. 
Over 15 is nothing to be 
ashamed of. 

The final category, Tough 
Stuff, will really make you 
~ think. That’s why we're ask- 
ing readers to send in their 
answers to those questions. 

The correct answers will 
be published in the next issue 
of Wrestling Spotlight, along 
with the names of the first five 
readers who come up with all 
the answers. They will receive 
a free Fan Club membership. 


ROOTS 


1 Bret’s dad, Stu, was a champion athlete. He 
wrestled and played what sport professionally? 

2 Bret’s mom, Helen, was the daughter of what 
flamboyant U.S. Olympian? 

3 How did they spend their honeymoon? 

4 Where does the Hart clan still reside? 

5 What is Stu’s Dungeon? 

H 


THE FIRST JEWEL 

6 Bret won his first title while he was a member of 
the Hart Foundation. Whom did the Harts 
defeat to capture the Tag Team Championship? 

7 They had a little help from the referee, though. 
He subsequently joined them for a spell. Do you 
remember who that was? 

8 Whom did they beat for their second title? - 

9 The team’s favorite finisher was dubbed the 
Hart Attack. How did it involve Bret? 

10 Bret decided to go his own way after the Harts 
lost to the Nasty Boys at what WrestleMania? 


THE REMAINING JEWELS 


11 Bret had immediate success as a singles com- 
petitor, as he quickly grabbed the Intercontinen- 
tal Title. Whom did he defeat (a man with few 
flaws) for this title? 

12 Hart’s second Intercontinental Title came at the 
expense of a longtime family friend—he would 
later lend Bret a hand at WrestleMania X. Can 
you tell us who that was? 

13 Next for Bret was a date with Ric Flair for the 
World Wrestling Federation Championship. 
Flair wasn’t about to hand it to him, though. 
How did Hart finally finish him off? 

14 By beating Flair, the Hit Man became the first 
Canadian to take the Federation's top prize. Is 
that true or false? 

15 The Hit Man also earned another distinction. 
What was that? 


A FIGHTING CHAMPION 

16 Bret didn’t rest on his laurels. He defended the 
Federation Championship at the 1992 Survivor 
Series, where he took on the reigning Interconti- 
nental champion. Who was that? 

At the 1993 Royal Rumble, he got the better of 
a future Intercontinental champ. Who was that? 
Things didn’t go well for Hart at WrestleMania 
IX, though. He lost his title to the monstrous 
Yokozuna. But the unsmiling alien had some 
help from Mr. Fuji. How did he interfere? 

19 Bret had another excuse for losing his title. 
What was that? 

Hart's first reign as Federation Champion lasted 
125, 150 or 175 days? 
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RECENT HAPPENINGS 
21 Bret was back on top again soon after. He was 
pronounced King of the Ring after beating 
which big man in the tournament finals? 

Then it was on to Survivor Series ‘93, where he 
was joined by three of his brothers. Who were 
the other Harts? 

Despite some differences between them, Bret 
and his brother Owen teamed up at the 1994 
Royal Rumble, where they took on the Quebec- 
ers. When they lost, Owen blamed Bret. Why? 
Bret had another engagement at that Royal Rum- 
ble—the battle royal. Whom did he eliminate just 
before he and Lex Luger hit the floor? 

Bret regained his Federation Championship at 
WrestleMania X, thanks in part fo Yokozuna’s 
~ clumsiness. Can you explain? 


TOUGH STUFF (Please send answers to World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine, Post Office Box 3859, Stamford, 
CT 06902; postcards only, please.) 

a) This is Bret’s fourth appearance in Spotlight. 
What other volume numbers focused on him? 

b) The Hit Man gave some thought to another pro- 
fession before he decided to become a wrestler. 
What was that? 

c) When did Bret first appear alone on the cover 
of World Wrestling Federation Magazine? 

d) What was the first WrestleMania in which Bret 
participated? And in what event? 

e) To whom was Bret referring when he recently 
told World Wrestling Federation Magazine, 
“He's got as good a grasp on my wrestling style 
and timing as any man on the face of the earth. 
It would be hard to outthink him in the ring.” 
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Ultima® The False Prophet,’ adapted from the hit PC game, uses a 
powerful 8 meg memory chip to provide over 100 hours of real 
time gargoyle hunting, searching for hidden runes, solving puzzles, 
and deciphering moonstone magic in order to save Britannia. 
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MY MY SON! THATS Some 
UPSET STOMACH YouVE GoT THERE | 


Bret “Hit Man” Hart, the World Wrestling Federation 
Champion, is known for many things. He is known as having 
_ Excellence of Execution in the squared circle. He is known as 
993's Federation Superstar of the Year. He is known as a 
wrestler with superior genetics and athletic ability. However, 
ew people know that Bret is an exceptional artist. Here is 
sampling of the Hit Man's work. For more on his artistic 
_ talent, pick up the latest issue of World Wrestling Federation 
_ Magazine, on sale June 14, which features exclusive 
artoons that the champ drew himself! 


T suspect THAT 
THESE TWO GENTS 
HAVE No LOEA AgouTt 
THE GASIC FUNDAMENTALS 
oF Cow PUNCHING I! 


HEY! Buddy You 
S0LO ME A DARN 
BUM STEER Wl 


77 


IT Looks LIKE A FOR; SuRE CLIPPING cALL ON Li/SOWwosKyY 


No! No! No! 
You soiot 
SAID FLOG 
Him tt 


‘> 
6® 


ite a v 


See Neeser, 


“us -pOG FouND BUSINESS IS 
STARTING ' To MEALY 
GET To ME: | 


TWO-" TIME E 1 


a reecpr 
DIFFER E 


| matched Flair move for move 
and hold for hold and eventually 
triumphed before thousands of my 
e OW ‘Canadians and millions of 


Ay 


that ae his: id oe came oo Ae ee eae we when | beat 
when he met the Hit | Me : Yokozuna for the Championship (at 


WrestleMania X this past March) 
after first losing an emotional match 
to my younger brother Owen. How- 
ever, I'll touch on that topic later. 
Before Yokozuna and Mr. Fuji 
robbed me of the (Federation) 


1993 » 


A 


Title at WrestleMania IX, | had the 
opportunity to battle a future Inter- 
continental Champion, Razor Ra- 
mon, at 1993's Royal Rumble. Ra- 
zor is as tough as they come. He's 
big and bad and knows how to 
fight his way through any situation. 
But at the time of our match, he 
wasn't much of a wrestler as far as 
technique goes. That’s what worked 
to my advantage. 

My wrestling skills helped me a 
lot during the King of the Ring tour- 
nament last year. | went through Ra- 
zor, Perfect and Bam Bam Bigelow 
(all in a single evening) to become 
King of the Ring and beat them all 


with sound wrestling mechanics. 
Ironically, these same superstars are 
among the leading contenders in 
the World Wrestling Federation to- 
day for my belt. 

Shawn Michaels, whom | have 
met on many occasions, is another 
contender. | competed against him 
at two successive Survivor Series 
(92 and ‘93), and he is, without a 
doubt, one of the fastest—and dirti- 
est—wrestlers in the game at this 
time, sort of like a younger, better 
version of Flair. 

Besides wrestling my brother 
Owen, | would have to say that 
competing against my brother-in- 
law the British Bulldog at Summer- 
Slam ‘92 was emotionally rough on 
me. The Bulldog, who's married to 
my sister Diana, is a tough, power- 
ful wrestler. In fact, my father and | 
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helped train him years ago in Cal 
gary. With that in mind, my whole 
family was divided. My children 
were even scrapping with the Bull 
dog's kids. It was also tough on my 
mother, brothers, sisters and the 
fans, who didn’t know which one of 
us to cheer for. 

At SummerSlam, that emotion 
wore on me psychologically. Now, 
I'm not making any excuses for 
losing the Intercontinental Belt; the 


Bulldog beat me fair and square, 
and he deserved the title. But men- 
tally, it was a big burden. As I’ve 
said, | have a hard time fighting 
members of my family. There are so 
many people to think about (i.e., 
other family members). That same 


burden weighed on me in my 


Mania X, but again, that is no ex 
cuse for my losing to him. 

The Intercontinental Title | lost to 
the Bulldog | had won from Roddy 
Piper at WrestleMania VIII. Talk 
about a wild match! Although Piper 
and | are great friends, he didn’t 
hold back an inch at WrestleMania 


match against Owen at Wrestle- 


VII, which went down before thou- 
sands of people at the Hoosier 
Dome in Indianapolis, Indiana. And 
that’s how | like it to be in the ring. 
He even busted me open! 
But—when the smoke cleared— 
the Hit Man busted his bubble 
when | rolled Roddy up for the victo- 
ry at WrestleMania Vill. The same 
thing happened when | made Per- 
fect submit to the Sharpshooter at 


Su 
unbeatable. He said he was the 
greatest, and he claimed he had an 
ace in the hole with that idiot who 
used to manage him (Bobby “The 
Brain” Heenan). 

However, Perfect or anybody 
else will never be the best there is, 
the best there was and the best that 
ever will be! Wr 
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had. He's got a lot of charisma 

oriented. He knows a lot of wrestling halt 

most wrestlers just get in there and 1 

ever, when he has to, he can lay ‘em in there ju: 

good as anybody! No matter what, he alwa 
~— outdo his opponents.” _ 


proud of Bret Hart. Nobody has worked 

9 get where he is than Bret. | think he 

: everything that he has. He’s just a really 

ated athlete. He had a lot to overcome, and he's 

i. The entire World Wrestling Federation and | 

d to have Bret Hit Man’ Hart as our champi- 

xemplifies everything that | believe a profes- 
estler should be.” 


MA —'| think he’s a great champion, brother. 


“Bret Hart is probably the geen te 
in the history of the Federation. A lot 
that everything is size and strength 
has proved that it isn’t. He's got a lot 
he-he, | didn’t mean that as a pun! Al 
has the heart of a giant. He may eve have 

than my good friend Dink. The joke 

~ the World Wrestling Federation, bec 

going to be champion for a long ime 


ef, 1S a great finishing mov 
He can be beaten on any give 
There are ways to beat him, a 


the right circumstances. Believe | 
he will feel the wrath of Adam Bomb! 


he’s a heck of a guy. | think 
greatest wrestlers there’s ever been, if 
st wrestler there’s ever been. | think 


to take a pretty awesome challenger to 

away from him this time. He's deter- 

| on to it, and he deserves it. I'm real 

and | think everybody in the World 

leration should be proud of him. The only 
now Is how to rap!” 


something about Bret Hart 
know what inspires him. 


thinks a little bit too muc 
fine line between being con 
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‘| think Bret 


Hart is the single 


best wrestler in the world to- 
day. He doesn’t have any wasted 
ents in the ring; every- 

e does is right on the 


a great champion, 


LOU) ALBAN® 


“Bret Hart comes from a 


and 


Jing family. His 


BAM BAM BIGELOW -‘For a small man, Bret Hart possesses more athletic 
ability than anybody else | ever met in the wrestlin’ world. He possesses 
strength and speed, and he can last. But Im the baddest and the best. The 
more | wrestle the Hit Man, the faster and the smarter I've been gettin’. The 
way | see it, sooner or later the Hit Man will be mine!” 

IRS—‘Bret ‘Hit Man’ Hart is probably one of the biggest tax cheats in the 
World Wrestling Federation. He’s been here a long time, and he's been 
cheating on his taxes a long time. But at the same time that | say this, he's 
also one of the most established wrestlers who has ever come through the 
Federation. With his expertise and techniques, he probably stands as one of 
the all-time greats. Not that he could beat IRS.” 

SHAWN MICHAELS—‘Bret Hart is a guy who has definitely paid his dues. He 
is the Excellence of Execution—or so he claims. In my opinion, he is without 
a doubt one of the top two wrestlers in all the world. He's right up there 
with the Heartbreak Kid, Shawn Michaels. However, | am the most gifted 
man in all the world of wrestling.” 

JAMES E. CORNETTE—'| try not to think about unpleasant subjects, and that's 
exactly what Bret Hart is—an unpleasant subject. The World Wrestling 
Federation has always been on Bret Hart's side. | think what he needs to do 
is brush his teeth, wash his hair, and he obviously needs to get a new family 
because his is dysfunctional! He also needs to give Yokozuna another title 
shot, because if Yokozuna had a fair shot, he could beat him easily!” 

FORMER FEDERATION GREAT RENE GOULET—| first met Bret in 1977 in At- 
lanta, Georgia. Even though he was only 17 at the time, he really impressed 
me. | could see he had a great potential for wrestling. The rest is history.” 
BUSHWHACKER BUTCH-‘We worked for Stu Hart years ago. It was one of 
the first places we went to when we came to North America. Bret was just 
starting out then. He showed a lot of promise. We actually wrestled all the 
Hart boys, and out of all of them, Bret by far had the most promise. He was 
the best athlete, and he proved it!” 

BUSHWWHACKER LUKE-“What my cousin Butch says covers {t all. This is now 
Bret's second time as a champion. We're right behind him like the rest of 
the people are. | hope he holds on to the belt for a long time to come!” 
RAZOR RAMON-‘Good for him because he won the belt, but let's talk about 
me, chico. | wrestled Bret Hart twice, last year's King of the Ring and the 
Royal Rumble in '93. | got to admit, Hart came out on top twice. He's good. 
He’s real good, chico, but | think | pretty good too. Hit Man, if you're listen- 
ing, chico, why don’t you give the Bad Guy a shot at your gold?" 

QUEBECER JACQUES—‘He's a good technical wrestler. He's very ugly though; | 
got to tell you that. He doesn’t have anything going for him physically, that's 
for sure. The only reason the female fans go crazy over him is that only ugly 
girls come to watch wrestling.” 

QUEBECER PIERRE-‘Viva Le Quebec!” 

HARVEY WIPPLEMAN-'| think Bret Hart is a great athlete. | won't take any of 
that away from him. The only thing | will take away from him is that he does 
not have the guts to put his championship on the line against Kwang or 
Adam Bomb. He's avoiding their challenges, and that’s the only reason he 
remains World Wrestling Federation Champion! That's all! got to say.” 
DOUBLE J JEFF JARRETT"!!! give him this—he tries hard, he tries REAL hard 
and he does know a few wrestling moves. But there's one thing, and it’s cut 
clear and dry. He will not accept the challenge of Double J Jeff Jarrett. 
When he does accept the challenge, his reign will be over!” 

MO from M.0.M—'| personally think that Bret Hart's a great guy both in and - 
out of the ring. He’s a compassionate person who cares about the wrestling 
business and everybody involved in it. He's just an all-around great guy. The 
consummate professional. He's the man.” 

EARTHQUAKE-‘He's a great wrestler with excellent techniques. He calls him- 
self the Excellence of Execution. | think a lot of guys found out through the 
years that what he says is usually true. There’s nothing he can't get out of. 
He's got a counter for everything, and that’s what makes him so good.” Ww 
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Start your weekend with Wr Mania. Coolness meets 
Madness every Saturday morning as hosts Todd © 
Pettengill and Macho Man Randy Savage set the stage 
for upcoming World Wrestling Federation action. 
Check out the high-tech world of Titan Television, the 
studio set for Mania, as Todd and Randy preview the 
weekend ahead in the World Wrestling Federation. 


Baseball, hot dogs, apple pie and ...WFAll-American 
Wrestling. To keep up with the latest excitement in the 
World Wrestling Federation, watch WF All-American 
Wrestling ... the show for all Americans! 


It's more than a rare TV program. . . it's RAW. One hour 


_ of unpredictable World Wrestling Federation action! Host 


Vince McMahon is joined by a surprise WSuperstar 
co-host each week to bring you the excitement fom 
ringside. Expect to see the unexpected on RAW! — 
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ven as he reeled in pain on the canvas and stumbled back 

to the dressing room, Bret Hart knew his aching legs 

would heal. What wouldn't mend was the agony of having 
lost a brother through jealousy and misunderstanding. 

“If there had been a way to repair my relationship with 
Owen, | would have done it,” the World Wrestling Federation 
Champion says, reflecting on the night his younger sibling 
shocked the world by attacking him in the center 
of the ring at the Royal Rumble this past Jan- 
uary. “And every time | look at the worry on my 
mother’s face, | wish | could have found that 
way. But, for some reason, Owen won't settle 
for anything less than being my enemy, and | 
think the whole family is suffering for it.” 

The ordeal is especially sorrowful to the Hit 
Man, who grew up in a home filled with the 
happy voices of brothers, sisters, nieces and 
nephews, knowing that—even as his father 
traveled from town to town as a profession- 
al wrestler—the family could never lose its 
cohesiveness. 

“I'm very pro-family,” Bret says. “My 
parents went through good times and 
bad times, but we always knew they 
were behind us. Even though I'm 
wrestling in Germany one day and 
Japan the next, | try to maintain a family 
life. It’s the right thing to do, and | think 
my children appreciate it.” 

Soft-spoken and almost bashful about 
many personal matters, Hart remains protective of his four chil- 
dren and wife, Julie, whom he met 14 years ago while touring 
through her home town of Regina, Saskatchewan. 

“Back in those days, very few fans outside of Canada could 
tell you who Bret Hart was,” Hit Man remembers. “Sure, the 
Hart brothers were pretty well known in Calgary, where we grew 
up and wrestled every week. But in America [in the late 1970s], 
you had your big names like Bob Backlund, Andre the Giant and 
Chief Jay Strongbow. Those were the people everybody talked 
about. When Julie and | met, | was no different from a lot of the 
kids | see starting out in wrestling today. | could have been 


great, or | could have been a failure. She didn’t know if I'd end 
up a champion or retire.in a year because | couldn't take it. But 
she believed in me and supported me through all the bruises 
and broken bones. That's what marriage is all about. And it’s an 
institution that | respect.” 

When Bret hears about friends who've given up on their mar- 
riages or reads about the swelling divorce rate, he feels discour- 
aged. “Families need to stay together and stick together,” he 

says. “When you sign on, you 
should sign on for life. Look at all: the 
problems we have—drugs, crime. 
A lot of times, those crimes are 
committed by people from broken 
families, people whose parents 
didn’t team up to keep their kids 
out of trouble. Look, | don't con- 
demn anybody whose marriage 
didn’t work out. I'm not a judgmental 
person, and everyone makes mis- 
takes. | just think that parents have 
to realize that things are never going 
to be easy, but they should put the 
thought and time into their marriage 
and at least try to make it work.” 
When he’s at home with his chil- 
dren—sons Dallas, 9, and Blade, 3, 
and-daughters Jade, 11, and Alexan- 
dra (also known as “Beans”), 6— 
Bret switches his focus from his mat 
glories to the youngsters’ interests. 
The kids tape the family’s favorite TV show, The Simpsons, just 
so everyone can watch the program together when the super- 
star returns from his title defenses. The two oldest children are 
studying judo, and Jade is considering acting lessons. Occa- 
sionally, people driving past the Harts’ Calgary home will stop 
and gawk at the World Wrestling Federation Champion playing 
street hockey with his children. 

During the long winter months, the activities shift indoors, 
where Bret has accumulated a medley of rubber masks from 
monster movies, mounted on walls throughout the house. 
“Blade, my youngest boy, is convinced he’s me,” Hit Man says, 


with more than a hint of pride in his voice. “He thinks we're su- 
perheroes who are going to solve the world’s problems togeth- 
er. Sometimes, early in the morning, we walk from room to 
room, firing styrofoam balls at all the monsters.” 

Unfortunately, the majority of the time, Blade must battle the 
creatures alone, as his father is far, far away, locked in actual 
combat with the latest challenger for his belt. “It's part of the 
sacrifice that goes with being a champion,” Bret says. “Even 
when people are all around you, shouting your name, clapping 


ing up signs with your picture on it, you 
think about your kids and wish that you could be home, helping 
them with their homework and tucking them in bed.” 

Yet, the rigorous schedule of the world’s most celebrated 
athlete also has its merits, particularly for a person curious about 
the exotic reaches of the globe. On a recent Middle Eastern trip, 
Hit Man. arranged for a special journey through the ancient city 
of Jerusalem, walking the very same steps Jesus is said to have 


taken while carrying the cross to Calvary. “I love history,” he - 


says. “| found the whole thing pretty fascinating.” 

But, like every other competitor on the tour, the Hit Man had 
to forget about the surrounding scenery and fight for his life be- 
tween the ropes in the Holy Land. And, perhaps inspired by the 
biblical grandeur of everything he'd seen, the World Wrestling 
Federation Champion put on a performance that could be called 
—by some, at least—divine. 

“| really do think I’m the Excellence of Execution,” he con- 


tends. “And I'm as good as I’ve ever been. I'm not ashamed of 
losing to a Yokozuna or to my brother Owen as long as | give tt 
my all. | can only promise that now, as champion for the second 
time, | won't hesitate to take on any opponent— 

__ even if it’s a risk. Years from now, after 

I'm long out of wrestling, | want to be 

“. remembered as the champion who 

never ducked anybody.” Wr 
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There’s one big taste treat that’s worth going to 
the mat for—World Wrestling Federation Superstars 
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layer of chocolate. A crisp crunchy cookie featuring 
one of 12 World Wrestling Federation Superstars. 
It’s an ice cream Main Event on a stick! 


World Wrestling Federation Superstars Ice Cream. 
Bars have the kind of taste that would make Lex 
Luger, Bret “Hit Man” Hart and Macho Man Randy 
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Savage take on even their toughest 
opponents...or each other. 


Pius, every single box includes one 
of this year’s “Toughest Opponent” 
trading cards! You can collect all 12 
cards and be part of the exciting 
action! 
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